Nancy Drew Girl Detective Volume 2: Writ in Stone

Generalities:

· Author > Stefan Petrucha with Sho Murase

· Genre > mystery

· Directionality > left to right

· Publisher > Papercutz

· Extra Pieces > first chapter of volume 3

· Publisher Rating > none listed

· ISBN # > 1597070025

Plot: 

Nancy Drew is working on two cases simultaneously: a missing rare stone artifact and a missing little boy. Are the two disappearances related? You bet! Nancy uses more modern technology than in the original stories (e.g. she uses George’s camera cell phone to photograph evidence, and Nancy drives a hybrid now) but she still has the same inquisitiveness and penchant for prowling graveyards and dark forests to find clues. Spoiler ahead: It turns out that Professor Severe and Mr. Wentley were in cahoots. A blithely uttered comment of Nancy’s made the professor realize his artifact was a fake, so once the meager-living but money-stealing museum guard lifted the stone, the professor offered money for him to destroy it. The professor was arrested for trying to run down Nancy with his SUV and Nate Wentley was jailed for stealing from his three employers.   

Quality of writing / drawing: 

Papercutz really puts a lot of time and effort into their illustrations, and it shows. In this volume, they even had 3D CG (three-dimensional computer graphics) added to the illustrations (the styrofoam gravestone, the bill, the leaves and wallpaper at Nate’s house). Colour and angles are used effectively to convey mood. When the camcorder tape is examined, the drawings indicate the lined flicker of the technology. Incredible. The storyline is solidly, true-to-Drew mystery. Some of the modern elements made me chuckle (like the somewhat preachy facts about SUVs tipping: “in 1999, rollovers were responsible for 63% of the fatalities in SUV accidents”). 

Any worrisome parts (sex, violence, language): 

Unless you object to Nancy having a curvy figure (the cover photo shows it much more than the inside), then there is nothing to worry about. Nancy nearly gets run over, but Ned saves her.

Grade level: 

3+

