Naruto

Generalities:

· Author > Masaski Kishimoto

· Genre > action / fantasy

· Directionality > right to left

· Publisher > Viz Media

· Extra Pieces > 

· Publisher Rating > T for Teen (fantasy violence, language, alcohol/tobacco use)

· ISBN # >9781569319000

Plot / Content: 

(Spliced from back of book) A trouble-making orphan named Uzumaki Naruto is struggling to graduate from the Ninja Academy. People in his village don’t seem to think much of him, alternating between shunning and mocking him. However, Naruto wants to become the village champion ninja, and it’s entirely possible – because a nine-tailed fox demon that decimated the village is imprisoned inside Naruto, placed there by the last great village champ (Hokage). In volume 1, Naruto graduates barely and then goes on shinobi school and a rigourous challenge with Sasuke and Sakura, dealt to them by their talented master, Iruka.

Quality of writing / drawing: 

Naruto is one of the top-rated manga titles in and beyond Japan. The anime also fuels its popularity. The action can be both silly and energetic/powerful, like Ranma, although for me it didn’t meet Ranma’s high standards. Naruto is a clown and an underdog with fierce determination and a lonely existence. When we first meet Naruto, he is vandalizing his village’s version of Mount Rushmore with paint. His teacher is strict but cares for him enough to buy him ramen noodles when he tries to be good. When Naruto steals a scroll so he can learn how to do the doppelganger move that eludes him, it brings him closer to his demon fox origins. Naruto has a unrequited crush on the girl on his cell team, and the dynamics between the three make for some funny and intriguing situations. 

Any worrisome parts (sex, violence, language): 

There are a few items that may give people pause. On page 14, when Naruto is supposed to be doing a transformation to look like his teacher, he turns into a naked woman (his “centerfold” technique). He uses this technique, combined with his doppelganger trick, a lot (e.g. p 78). Iruka reads “Makeout Paradise” while his students try to attack him (as part of their exercises). Characters threaten to kill others; they get hurt and bleed (e.g. page 38, his pre-shinobi teacher gets a ninja star in the back while protecting Naruto, also see p 164). Characters say things like “crap” and “jerk” and we have a scene of Naruto sitting on the toilet because he had diarrhea while pretending to be Sasuke. Naruto is a naughty kid and it’s expressed in different ways in the book.

Grade level: 7+

