Neck and Neck

Statistics:

· written by Lee Sun-Hee 

· produced by TokyoPop, ranked T for Teen Age 13+

· reads left to right, sound effects in Korean

· genre is comedy/drama

· volume 1 was printed in December 2004 (ISBN 1595322531)

Summary: 

Dabin is the spoiled daughter of a mafia kingpin. She transfers to a different high school to be near Eugene, the son of one of her father’s associates and a smart guy. On her first day, she gets into a scuffle with Shihu, who turns out to be the son of one of her father’s enemies that she used to play with as a child. Shihu and Dabin take turns trying to make each other miserable and Dabin’s new girlfriends try to support both her romantic intentions and plans for revenge.

Comments:

There’s something about Korean manga that I don’t like (although I’ve only read two). Maybe it’s the dislike and games that the genders play against each other or less-than-pure intentions of the female protagonists. Dabin and Shihu are constantly plotting against each other. There are a lot of archtypes (stereotypes) in here (dark haired boy and light haired boy, short-haired girlfriends, etc), although some unique characters as well, such as Ilsoo the proud but silly and nurturing male housekeepr of the Choi estate. In terms of objections, there seems to be quite a bit of swearing (shit, ass, bitch, hell, etc). Shihu pulls off Dabin’s skirt by accident, showing her panties. Dabin and Shihu are rough with each other (using the other as a stepstool, throwing balls into their guts, etc.) I might say either grade 7 or 9 and up. 


	Reviewer:
	Paige Esbrook "esbropa" (Evanston, IL United States) - See all my reviews


   


This book, the first of what is supposed to become a series, was about what I'd hoped for - light, fluffy teen romance in a manga form. Decent characterization and a fairly interesting plot make this fun to read, but nothing in it was unexpected or original. A good read if you're looking for something in the bubblegum-pop genre, but not extraordinary.
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Series appropriate for all ages
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Some profanity, brief nudity, and/or graphic violence — appropriate for about ages 14 and up
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No adult material, but due to serious or complex subject matter these series are probably best for about ages 14 and up
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Adults-only series — lots of nudity, sex, and/or swearing

