Sugar Sugar Rune – Volume 1

Generalities:

· Author > Moyoco Anno

· Genre > shojo, fantasy

· Directionality > right to left

· Publisher > Del Ray / Ballantine Books

· Extra Pieces > translation notes, author biography, sneak peek at Volume 2, chart explaining human love vs witch love

· Publisher Rating > Y ages 10+

· ISBN # > 0345486293

Plot / Content: 

Chocolat and Vanilla are two pre-teen witch girls that are friends but also are in competition to be the next Queen of the Magical World. To do this, they must live on Earth, supervised by a wizard/rock star named Robin, and “collect hearts”. As the back of the book explains: “When a boy falls for a witch-girl, she utters a few mystic words and the boy’s heart will be hers in jewel-like form”. Roles are reversed and the confident Chocolat finds herself way behind in the jewel collection contest. Complicating matters is a princely mysterious boy named Pierre that Chocolat is dangerously drawn to, and the challenges of learning how to act in the human world.

Quality of writing / drawing: 

Don’t analyze the plot too hard, or you’ll hate the story and the underlying presumptions it makes. (If you take it as fluff, it’s an okay enough read.) It can be slightly disturbing that ten year olds (in grade 5) are actively working on “breaking hearts” and getting boys to “fall for them”. (The colour of the gems you earn reveal the quality and kind of love captured.) The other annoying subtext / stereotype is that you need to be a girly-girl so people, especially boys, will like you. Chocolat is confident, aggressive and popular in the Magic World, but when she and her best friend come to earth, boys are turned off and scared by Chocolat; they adore Vanilla’s shy, bumbling, overly sensitive and gentle manner. Boys who pick on Vanilla and make her cry actually do it because they like her, but the same boys avoid and fear Chocolat. This generalization is enforced by the illustrations – Chocolat is drawn with large alluring eyes but scary sharp teeth. The character of Robin is also over-the-top. Disguised as a singer in the human world, he collects hearts rather easily from his many fans and reminds his young housemates that they cannot let their hearts be taken by a mortal or face dire consequences.

Any worrisome parts (sex, violence, language): 

Much of the “worrisome parts” is implied rather than outright said. The characters call each other names like idiot, say “shut up” and threaten to “whup your butt”. The colours of the hearts they collect represent things like violet being “forbidden love”, orange being “casual love at first sight” and pale lemon hearts are “pee hearts”. Love is something like a game to these magical people – love isn’t sex in this book, but what it is can be unclear.

Grade level: 5 or 6 and up 

