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Plot / Content:

In a Genoan prison, in 1298, a captive Venetian explorer named Marco Polo tells of his experiences traveling where no other Europeans had gone. Chapter 1 deals with Marco’s youth. Chapters 2-4 deal with his journey alongside his father and uncle and their dealings with Kubla Khan. A map is included of Polo’s journeys, as well as the claim by some historians that Marco Polo fabricated his information. 

Quality of writing / drawing:

This is a decent little non-fiction book. I’ve complained about other NF GNs with their flat, unemotional drawing style. This one has lots of colour and expression in the faces of the “characters” (e.g. page 11 when Marco is nearly driven crazy by the “spirit voices in the desert”). Actually, it almost goes to the opposite extreme - the faces take up quite a bit of space, so if you are looking for lots of intricate details in the background scenery, you won’t find them. The portrayal of race is respectfully done. (Kubla Khan looks kindly.) The text is quite simple and sparse, ideal for your low readers or ESL students. The actual book itself resembles a “regular” non-fiction book in its size and shape. It was a pleasant read. The works cited and recommended are slim (8 in total) but I think they assume their audience would not be using the book to find other items.

Any objectionable parts (sex, violence, language):

No. The “tattooed natives” are only bare-chested men with covered lower halves, and swords are held but never used.

Grade: 3+

