The All-New Tenchi Muyo! Volume 1: Alien Nation

Generalities:

· Author > Hitoshi Okuda

· Genre > action / romantic comedy

· Directionality > left to right

· Publisher > Viz

· Extra Pieces > none

· Publisher Rating > T for teen

· ISBN # > 1569318255

Plot: 

Tenchi is ¼ alien, a teen boy living with his grandfather and five “borders” and a pet. The borders are:

· Ryoko, a powerful and tough space pirate artificial life form

· Ryo-oh-ki, a shape-shifter that is often either Ryoko’s spaceship or the family cat

· Ayeka, a pretty princess from another world, who is often in conflict with Ryoko

· Sasami, Ayeka’s younger sister, a kind, domestic sort

· Mihoshi, a clutzy space cop

· Washu, a clever inventor 

All five are in love with Tenchi and they try their best to out do the other “girls” and help Tenchi. Volume 1 has seven chapters, each after the first chapter a mini-story able to stand on its own. The back blurb does a good job of summing them up:

· Ryoko gets a job

· Tenchi and Ayeka go on a date

· Sasami’s carrot cakes become popular beyond the household

· Mihoshi crashes her ship into the house again and feels so bad she leaves

· Washu designs a security system to defeat intergalactic burglars

· Ryo-oh-ki tries out an adult form and goes on a date with Tenchi

Quality of writing / drawing: 

From what I gather in the various blurbs on the cover and inside, Tenchi has been going on in various forms for at least 10 years, and like Superman and Batman, have undergone several re-launchings (shades of “Batman Begins”). Thanks to a nice little plot trick (a spoiled rich girl obsessed with Tenchi hires someone to stalk him and gather as much information as he can on Tenchi’s life; the review of the characters is the private investigator’s report to the girl), I felt informed enough to read and follow the series. It would have helped to have some colour, because with 5 different girls, sometimes I got them mixed up. Think “Three’s Company” when reading this book; there’s lots of friendly in-fighting, the characters stay true to their archtypes, and friendship/kindness/fairness is always the lesson in the end.

Any worrisome parts (sex, violence, language): 

Ayeka and Ryoko like to drink (there is a box on page 32 that says, “hey kids, remember the minimum drinking age is 21! Ryoko is over 800 so…”). While working at MacDonalds, Ryoko gets hit on (page 37). Words like “crap” and “hell” appear. Although the back cover says Ryo-oh-ki turns into a “sexy adult”, her clothes are quite modest (it’s just her figure that’s mature) as are most of the clothes in the book. Other than that, and the constant talk about dating Tenchi, it’s tame.

Grade level: 7+

