The Baby-Sitters Club – Kristy’s Great Idea

Generalities:

· Author > Raina Telgemeier, based on the novels by Ann M. Martin

· Genre > not listed

· Directionality > left to right

· Publisher > graphix by Scholastic

· Extra Pieces > none

· Publisher Rating > none given

· ISBN # >0439802415

Plot / Content: 

This is a replica (I presume, since I haven’t read the originals) of the first book of Ann Martin’s insanely popular series. Kristy is a seventh grade with a plan to create a Babysitting Club with her friends Mary Anne (shy only child whose mother passed away), Claudia (fashion-conscious Asian girl with a know-it-all big sister) and new girl Stacey. The road to the club’s formation is bumpy (e.g. if all four girls are available for a time, how to decide who gets the job?) but the friends stick it out and the club is a success. The two major subplots are regarding Stacey’s secrecy (the girls think she’s anoxeric, but she’s actually diabetic), and Kristy’s mom and her boyfriend (Kristy’s three brothers like Watson but it is not until Kristy has to babysit Watson’s kids [Andrew and Karen] that she realizes he’s not so bad).

Quality of writing / drawing: 

I really like Raina Telgemeier’s illustration style. She uses many wordless panels that convey much more than dialogue could (e.g. page 150, while Kristy and her mom wait for Watson to pick her up). Like I said earlier, I have never read any of the Baby-Sitters Club books, so I don’t know how much it deviates from the source text. I had the good fortune to meet and chat with Raina at a comic convention arranged by The Beguiling and she said that Scholastic had given her a lot of freedom to use artistic license on the characters and plot. Most of the problems are solved quite tidily, and it’s not Moby Dick or anything, but it’s a very pleasant read and I know a lot of my students would enjoy it.

Any worrisome parts (sex, violence, language): 

None. Kristy’s brother Sam and Stacey seem to like each other (Sam chooses to hang out at his house while Stacey babysits his youngest brother David Michael) and little Karen encourages her dad to kiss her potential new stepmom. On pages 40-41, Kristy notices the make-up and get-up her friend Claudia is wearing and thinks that she is growing up faster that she is. This is very clean and safe.

Grade level: 2+

