The Collected Alison Dare Volume 1: Little Miss Adventures

Statistics:

· Reads left to right, a compilation of issues 1-3 of the comic book series “The Return of Alison Dare, Little Miss Adventures”

· Written by J. Torres and J. Bone

· Produced by Oni Press and rated Youth age 7+

· Volume 1 (ISBN 1929998201) was published in 2002

· Includes “Alison’s Daring Activity Sheet” and an ad for other Oni Press titles

Summary:

Alison Dare is like most kids. She has two good friends, Wendy and Dot; she has two parents who are separated but both involved in her life. Alison differs from other kids in significant ways. Her mom is a famous archeologist and her librarian dad is actually a superhero in disguise: the Blue Scarab. Alison likes to get involved in their adventures (and has some thrills of her own) so they have her enrolled in the St. Joan of Arc Academy for Girls. In this volume, Alison finds a genie, foils a museum robbery, and reminisces on how her parents met after the Blue Scarab is erroneously reported as being killed in the line of duty. 

Comments:

Alison is compared to Indiana Jones and Lara Croft (without the adult stuff that goes with those two icons). She is clever and resourceful, but still acts like a kid (her greatest wish is to get her parents back together, her first wish with the genie is to bring her friends with her in Egypt). Dot and Wendy are slightly stereotypical (one is slightly chubby with glasses and reads so much that she often gives information points [helpful to the reader AND Alison] without provocation) but helpful and loyal friends. One of the villains is a Nazi named Baron Baron who speaks with a German accent. There are superhero elements in it for fans of that genre (Blue Scarab fights Auntie Freeze in one part). The drawing style (black and white) is easy to follow (although the font size is small in some of the caption boxes) and entertaining. There are not any truly objectionable parts in this volume. Baron Baron does pull a gun on Alison’s family when he appears, but they always defeat him without using firepower. There is talk of romance between the father and mother (Alan and Alice) when they meet in a foreign land, but there is only gazing and hugging, no kissing or excessive mushy stuff. I’d recommend it for grades 3+.

