The Great Graph Contest

Generalities:

· Author > Loreen Leedy

· Genre > “hard cover picture book”, math-themed

· Directionality > left to right

· Publisher > Holiday House Inc.

· Extra Pieces > “More About Graphs” and “Make Your Own Graphs” at back

· Publisher Rating > unrated, safe for all

· ISBN # > 0823417107

Plot: 

Gonk the toad and Beezy the lizard are having a contest to see who can make the best graphs. The friends use different scenarios (e.g. favourite pies, surveying people at a store, etc.) and different graph types (e.g. quantity graph, bar graph, Venn diagram, etc.) to compete. In the end, the judge (Chester the snail) declares it a tie, using his own chart and graph. As the inside jacket blurb states, “Clear examples, step-by-step instructions, and plenty of comic relief make this guide to a vital part of math curriculum fun as well as fundamental”.

Quality of writing / drawing: 

I don’t know if “graphic novel purists” would count this as a graphic novel / comic because there aren’t panels to speak of (panels = those boxes the pictures in comics are contained in, and occasionally break out of). Still, I’m willing to welcome it into the Canon. It’s very nicely done. The author/illustrator does a lovely job of varying her pictures with the use of real photographs, shadow drawings (showing the friends moving from place to place) and cartoony characters (e.g. page 11, with the real cookies and bread, fake green Kool-Aid and the great scale texture of the lizard’s skin). The friends compete but it isn’t the be-all and end-all of the story; when Chester declares the tie, Gonk and Beezy congratulate each other. The back of the book goes through exactly what the animals do, and points out some things to watch for (e.g. when making the bar graph out of real cookies, they point out that the cookies must be the same thickness for the results to be accurate). Finally, a “comic” for teachers to read with grade ones. 

Any worrisome parts (sex, violence, language): 

Zip. Zero. Nada. Zilch.

Grade level: 

Gr. 1+

