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· Directionality > left to right

· Publisher > Scholastic

· Extra Pieces > acknowledgements and credits

· Publisher Rating > none

· ISBN # > 0439813786

Plot / Content: 

Copied from the inside jacket cover blurb: “Orphan, clock keeper, and thief, Hugo lives in the walls of a busy Paris train station, where his survival depends on secrets and anonymity. But when his world suddenly interlocks – like the gears of the clocks he keeps – with an eccentric, bookish girl and a bitter old man who runs a toy booth in the train station, Hugo’s undercover life and his most precious secret are put in jeopardy. A cryptic drawing, a treasured notebook, a stolen key, a mechanical man, and a hidden message from Hugo’s dead father form the backbone of this intricate, tender and spellbinding mystery. With 284 pages of original drawings, and combining elements of picture book, graphic novel and film, Brian Selznick breaks open the novel form to create an entirely new reading experience.”

Quality of writing / drawing: 

The intro is somewhat hyperbolic, but this really is a very very different kind of book. 533 pages long but a fast read, this story of (spoiler ahead) famous movie maker Georges Melies and early cinema almost demands to be told in this way – with text interspersed with detailed black and white drawings. The automatons are spooky but fascinating, and the story within a story (Professor Alcofribas, who writes the introduction, is the grown-up Hugo Cabret) complex but understandable on different levels, making it approachable by children and adults. The story is fast-paced, and there isn’t a wasted word, character or action. I heard that Kenneth Oppel reviewed this and gave it a harsh review, but I thought the book did a good job of interweaving all the different media in an innovative way.

Any worrisome parts (sex, violence, language): 

None

Grade level: 

4+, but the older you are, the more you will understand

