The Many Adventures of Johnny Mutton

Statistics:

· Reads left to right

· Written by James Proimos

· Produced by Harcourt Inc. and rated for ages 5-9

· ISBN 0152024131

· Includes table of contents for the short stories (5, plus a “where are they now”)

Summary:

Johnny Mutton is a little lamb left on the doorstep of a kind but nearsighted lady, who adopts him and treats him like a boy. Johnny does all sorts of kid things, despite being and thinking differently from others. As the back of the book says, “His sweet sense of humor, sheer delight in life’s simple pleasures, and unexpected triumphs are the stuff of legend”. In one of the tales, he is competing in a class spelling bee and is up against a mean girl. He wants to win badly. He wants to practice at home but his mom has other matters to attend to, and Johnny is a little mean to Momma. When the spelling bee resumes and he is asked to spell “love”, he deliberately flubs it by saying “m-o-m-m-a”. Winning isn’t everything, but his mother’s love is.

Comments:

This is a fun little book. Despite being for young kids (grade K-4), I can see my older students enjoying this quick read. The tales are funny, not preachy, although there are messages in the stories (mostly along the lines of “be yourself”). The drawing style is unique (Johnny has lines for eyes, and a big snout, the colours are funky, with backgrounds of pink, blue, purple, orange and almost anything) and suits the subject well. The worst thing is that the mean girl calls Johnny a twerp. There are many Johnny Mutton books, so be prepared to buy more! Good for grades 1+

