StoryMaze: The Minotaur’s Maze – A Comic Adventure

Generalities:

· Author > Terry Denton

· Genre > fantasy? 

· Directionality > left to right

· Publisher > Allen & Unwin

· Extra Pieces > a map of the universe and guide to M.I.T.’s binary code-talk

· Publisher Rating > none

· ISBN # > 1741140889

Plot: 

“Our heroes, Nico, Claudia, and Mikey, are sitting in a crowded bingo hall in a retirement home on Planet Ithaca in the constellation Ionis Major” (page 1). They win a trip to a health spa on another planet. King Minos of the planet has a family and situation just like the one in Greek mythology (except the ugly minotaur son locked in the maze is actually quite handsome and everyone else, including his sister Ariadne, are hideous but they don’t know it). Claudia falls in love with the minotaur and decides to spring him from the maze.

Quality of writing / drawing: 

This is a weird book, and I don’t know if it should be called a graphic novel or comic book. There are regular chapters, then comic chapters (usually with one of two options to choose from, ‘though they aren’t really options) that sometimes have to do with the storyline. One of the positive blurbs about this Australian import says it’s a “unique combination of cartoon-strips, rude narrators, and pure silliness”. It is both high-brow humour-filled (e.g. many literary references to things like Charlotte’s Web, the legend of Daedalus and Icarus) and dumb jokey (e.g. on pages 58 and 59 where chapter 13 is supposed to be, it says in big letters “HA! HA! HA! HA! Tricked you!!! There is no Chapter 13! HA! Etc.) In the drawings, I’m not sure what the main characters are supposed to be and the style is (I’m not describing this right) of a deliberately sloppy, Beavis and Butthead (for lack of a better comparison) look. It may be just me, but this book didn’t thrill me.

Any worrisome parts (sex, violence, language): 

It’s bizarre and goofy. The minotaur dies, but not really. Love is just infatuation. Page 37 has a bare-bummed baby Minotaur. Page 22 has the minotaur’s mother (with dotted circles for boobs) saying “I’m not breastfeeding that!” and the actual origin (if you recall, Minos’ wife was punished by the gods by falling in love with and mating with a bull) plastered with a big “censored” sign and legs, hearts and breasts or eyes (hard to tell, since they are stick figures) peeping out.

Grade level: 

Unsure. Grade 4+?

