The Red Rock: A Graphic Fable

Statistics:

· Reads left to right, part picture book, part graphic novel

· Written by Tomio Nitto (a Canadian!)

· Produced by Groundwood Books and not rated

· ISBN is 0888996691, published in 2006

Summary:

Old Beaver lives in a forest with an unusual red boulder sitting on a cliff near it. All is well until developers decide to cut down the forest and build a resort. A girl objects and the animals try to stop the destruction, but to no avail. Something magical happens with the red rock and the old beaver has the power and ability to face the developer. Old Beaver tries many tactics but it isn’t until he tackles the reason for the project (personified greed) and shows the tragic deaths of many animals that the developer changes his mind. The next day, the forest is back to its original state, mature trees and all.

Comments:

Just in time for Earth Day! I like how the author switches from picture book to graphic novel and back again – it suits the story very well, and describes the “dream” much more effectively than words can. Even the drawing style changes from the picture book portion to the graphic novel part. I like the page in which a letter from the developer describes what the end-project will look like, so there are three “genres” in the book (picture book, graphic novel and advertisement). The end words are an interesting choice to use: “For true or not, the animals learned what Old Beaver and the little girl and the red rock had always known – that you have to fight to defend this beautiful world.” I think the author means ‘fight’ in a figurative sense, although the beaver and the developer do physically fight. Greed is conquered when Beaver pulls out one of his teeth and replaces it with an N, turning it ‘green’. There are some pictures that make me hesitant to use this book with a kindergarten or grade one class – when the developer’s initial remorse in squashed by greed, his stance is defiant, but he is not giving Beaver the finger (although at first glance, it may appear that way). Some of the animals (dead in the classic “X for eyes” way) may concern extremely sensitive young children (e.g. the parent snake is dead, impaled on a branch, with a baby snake dead beside him/her – no blood though). I’d say this is fine for grade 2/3 and up, although the junior grades may “get more out of it”.

