Title: Three Shadows

Statistics:

· by Cyril Pedrose

· translated by Edward Gauvin

Summary:

(taken from inside cover)

What price would you pay to save your child? For the parents in this powerful, visually stunning graphic novel, the threat to their son is both real and frighteningly vague. Three shadows loom, and wherever the family flees, the shadows follow. Is escape impossible? Are parents even meant to try? At once moving and suspenseful, Three Shadows is a haunting fable of love, possession and grief.

Comments:

As you can tell, this is a pretty grim read. I think what you get out of the story is linked with your age and life experience. By trying to save Joachim, his father alienates himself from his mother and stifles him, losing his own humanity in the process. The nudity is jarring (used both to signify the blissful innocence prior to the shadows, and to the otherness of the female slave being transported by the unrepentant dealer). The black and white artwork is evocative and expressive – the swirls and shading all contribute to the mood of the piece. This is definitely high school material but it’s an interesting take on death.

