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Summary:

(taken from inside jacket of book)

Welcome to Portocristo, its clear skies, sandy beaches, bustling streets – and its spoiled rotten, six-year-old king. 

Anything he says goes, no matter how bizarre or harebrained. See young King Ethelbert swap his country’s kids for Ethelbert robots, test his bodyguard’s mettle by putting a price on his own head, shrink the world down to his size, bring a dinosaur back from the past … and that’s only a tiny taste of the zaniness ahead.

Comments

The kids may like it, but I don’t and that’s because I’m biased. As my husband can attest, I don’t like humour that can be perceived as borderline-cruel (yes, that means I even have a problem with the classic “Peanuts” – I don’t like how they treat Charlie Brown). King Ethelbert is a jerk, a spoiled brat, a self-centered egomaniac, even for a grade one kid. I’m also, for some weird reason, not the biggest fan of French comics – I’m not sure why. There are 12 stories in this book, each a mini-adventure. The prime minister, his tutor and every adult has to cow-tow to him; the only person that occasionally stands up to him is the chef, who spanks him while in disguise as Santa Claus. Ethelbert makes ridiculous demands, which then have “comic” results. For instance, the kid king refuses to eat a balanced meal. When his prime minister says Santa eats right, Ethelbert insists on meeting Santa to check this out. The prime minister arranges for Santa’s North Pole to be built and hires someone to be Santa, but the hired Santa breaks his foot and the head chef must take his place. “Santa” makes a cake just out of sugar for the king, who then insists on bringing him back to Portocristo to teach his chef how to cook. Santa and the chef (actually the same person) have a pretend conversation in which “Santa” says the chef cooks better. Ethelbert kicks Santa in the butt and insults him. Santa spanks Ethelbert and leaves. Ethelbert decides not to launch a nuclear strike on the North Pole because Santa is magic and may spank him again, but decides to pursue things with the Easter Bunny. In this particular skit, we have terms like “kick in your backside” and “move your whale blubber”. The “episode” called “The Lucky Winner” has a character (a turban-wearing man who is the king’s tour guide in what appears to be India) that relies on some stereotypes (e.g. he says “No Sahib, no touch!”). There are knives, cigars and guns.

I guess students in grade 4 or 5 may enjoy this book.

