Tokyo Mew Mew (Volume 1)

Generalities:

· Author > Mia Ikumi & Reiko Yoshida

· Genre > manga, action, sci-fi, “female superhero”

· Directionality > reads right to left

· Publisher > Tokyo Pop

· Extra Pieces > table of contents, bonus pages containing files on endangered species, “personality type match game”, creative process, ditched characters, mini-story of author’s photo shoot, author blurb

· Publisher Rating > Y for Youth Age 10+

· ISBN # > 159182236X

Plot: 

Ichigo Momomiya is an 11 year old visiting a museum with Masaya (a cute boy she has a crush on but who is only a dedicated environmentalist and unaware of her infatuation). She meets a lippy girl, a bullied girl and a jock girl and then something bizarre happens to them. Ryou and Keiichiro, two mysterious boys undercover explain to Ichigo (page 64) that creatures like Nessie and Bigfoot are actually animals infected by aliens trying to take over the earth, and they are combating it with the genetic material of endangered species. An accident at the museum meant that Ichigo’s DNA was merged with that of an iriomote cat. When threatened by these possessed animals (kirema anima), or even when just overexcited, Ichigo turns into a half-girl, half-cat creature that can utter special phrases to banish the evil alien power. Ichigo then has to look for the other 4 members of her team (they have a special mark on their bodies) and combat the aliens, while battling her own feelings for Masaya and Ryou.

Quality of writing / drawing: 

Welllllll … this series is okay, but not super-great. The plot pace is a little jumpy and the heroine a little too melodramatic, even for the klutzy, overanalyzing protagonists this genre is filled with. It’s a bit of a stretch to see Ichigo the 11 year old out on a “date” and when she transforms, her outfit is a kind of tarty strapless affair trimmed in marabou with her sexy black gloves, tail and ears. For many of these sci-fi / fantasy scenarios, you have to suspend disbelief, but the explanation is a little weak even so. Originally the editing team wanted to call the series “Bio-engineered Warriors of Justice” but it would not have suited the very fluffy, girl-power feel of the book.

Any worrisome parts (sex, violence, language): 

No swearing at all. The violence is muted to an almost comical extent. For instance, when Ichigo is fighting her first kirema anima (a large rat), her fight phrases are things like (page 46) Sutoro Bell Bell and Ribbon Strawberry Check – the blast doesn’t even harm the animal being held hostage by the alien. There is some sexual innuendo like with the Mew Project costumes (Ichigo’s fellow Mew heroes Lettuce and Mint – yes, that’s their names – wear garters around their legs), the searching for the Mew Project mark (page 68 – Ichigo accuses Ryou of sexual harassment), stolen kisses, Ichigo walking in on a shirtless Ryou … nothing major, but if you are bothered by this sort of thing, you may want to pass on it.

Grade level: 

Grade 5+

