Totally Spies!: Spies Vs. Spy

Statistics:

· Written by Robert and Michelle Lamoreaux, based on TV series by David Michel and Vincent Chalvon-Demersay (owned by Marathon Animation)

· Produced by TokyoPop, ranked A for All Ages, action genre

· Reads left to right (Cine-Manga), made in 2005, 92 pages

· Has a profile of all the main characters in the book 

Summary: 

Sam, Clover and Alex are three teenagers that attend Beverly Hills High and also work from WOOHP (World Organization Of Human Protection) as world-class spies. They take orders from their boss, Jerry, who summons them funny ways (sucking them through tubes in their cafeteria secretly leading them to his office) and gives them James-Bond-like gadgets to help them. The girls start to get a little fed up with Jerry’s interfering in their non-spy lives but then find he’s retired and replaced by Mac Smit, their dream boss. Mac is young, cute, and sends the girls on lots of fun trips (shopping in Paris with WOOHP funds, driving in his fancy car, etc.). They narrowly avert disaster on each of these outings and discover that Mac Smit is actually Tim Scam, a disgruntled former WOOHP employee and evil genius that has kidnapped Jerry and plans to terminate the girls. The girls save the day and welcome Jerry back, warts and all.

Comments:

I’ve seen the TV show and the book is just like it. If you dislike the flighty, Valley-Girl-like talk and boy-obsessed, shopping-obsessed stereotype, then shut your eyes when Clover appears. (Clover is my daughter’s favourite spy, mostly because she’s blonde.) I read this aloud to my daughter many, many times; she loved it. The girls are “girl power” (not in the Spice Girls way) because they use technology, teamwork, and thought to defeat the bad guys. They can be a little thick and clutzy sometimes, but that means they aren’t perfect. This book isn’t Pulitzer Prize material but is definitely safe for all ages. Their outfits are “trendy teen” but not sexually revealing. No real violence (e.g. characters get frozen with “Stun Tan Lotion”) and definitely no swear words. It would be fine for grades 3 and up.

