Travels of Thelonious – The Fog Mound
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· Author > Susan Schade and Jon Buller

· Genre > fantasy / adventure

· Directionality > left to right

· Publisher > Simon & Schuster

· Extra Pieces > none

· Publisher Rating > ages 8-12

· ISBN # > 068987684X

Plot / Content: 

Thelonious is a talking chipmunk that lives in the Untamed Forest. One day, a terrible storm blows down his home and he is carried on a branch down river to the City of Ruins, a place of concrete built by humans that he only believed existed in legends. Fitzgerald the porcupine befriends Thelonious and teaches him how to read and about his fascinating city. Fitz and Thelonious meet Olive, a friendly bear that flew to the City of Ruins in a flying machine from her idyllic home on Fog Mound. Without spoiling the rest of the story, the animals decide to return to Fog Mound, dodging the more dangerous citizens of the City of Ruins and facing many perils enroute.

Quality of writing / drawing: 

This is an amazing book! The chapters of the book alternate – odd numbered chapters are comic-style, and even numbered chapters are narrative novel/prose-style. At first, I thought this would be too jumpy, too jarring, but the opposite is true – it flows well from chapter to chapter. The book is so well-crafted that each chapter “fits” the medium used to convey the story. While reading it, I never felt annoyed by the flips. The fantasy world of Thelonious is vivid, well-thought-out, and interesting. In the Untamed Forest, some animals talk and some speak “the low language” (grunts, squeaks, chirps, etc.). The “culture” is different in the City of Ruin, with animals choosing to wear clothes and fulfilling other roles. Fog Mound is almost a socialist utopia. The characters are endearing and fun to watch, even Brown the lizard, with all his quirks. The illustrations are done in black, white and blue and match the text perfectly. The prose chapters have illustrations placed in between, so that the transition between comic and prose is even more fluid. I really enjoyed reading it. It is a trilogy, but readers can be left satisfied with just the one.

Any worrisome parts (sex, violence, language): 

None, really. (Spoliers ahead) When the animals find and thaw out the human scientist, he has shrunk, so his clothes no longer fit him. A small blanket covers him, but when he runs off, you see his bare bum – nothing obnoxious at all about this scene, totally fitting the storyline, and by page 190, they make him clothes to wear. Olive the bear hits a weasel trying to climb on her flying machine and Fitz shoots his quills, but this is part of the adventure as they try to escape the Dragon Lady’s minions.  This is a thrilling adventure story and clean.

Grade level:  3 and up

