Ultra Maniact

Generalities:

· Author > Wataru Yoshizumi

· Genre > shojo (“girl”)

· Directionality > right to left

· Publisher > Shojo Beat Manga / Viz Media

· Extra Pieces > author “free talk”

· Publisher Rating > A for all ages

· ISBN # > 1591169178

Plot: 

Ayu Tateishi is a good student and super tennis player with a calm, cool and somewhat distant image she has crafted to try to win the heart of Tetsushi Kaji, an equally talented baseball player and fellow student. Her well-honed persona goes out the window when she helps Nina Sakura find what looks like a mini-computer. Nina decides to trust Ayu with her secret – she’s a witch, failing magic school and staying here to bone up on her spells. Unfortunately, she chooses to practice her spells on her new best friend Ayu, with hilarious and embarrassing results. In different portions of volume 1, Ayu gets changed into a boy to win a girl vs boy tennis challenge, has an electric fence built on her so any boy that accidentally touches her gets shocked, gets a new love interest when Tetsushi’s best friend Hiroki takes a love potion pill meant for Tetsushi, Ayu and Nina both turn into boys to crash a co-ed party, and Ayu swallows a truth pill that makes her say exactly what’s on her mind.

Quality of writing / drawing: 

Everyone’s very cute and appealing-looking. The romantic comedy and mishaps remind me of sitcoms like “I Dream of Jeanie”.

Any worrisome parts (sex, violence, language): 

There’s nothing unsuitable language-wise, although some of the situations will go over the head of younger readers. Ayu is upset because her first kiss is from a girl (when she crashes the co-ed party between grade 7 boys and grade 8 girls, Akiho, a predatory flirt, falls for Ayu in boy-form). Hiroki, when possessed by the love potion, tries to kiss Ayu and tells her he loves her.

Grade level: 4/5+

