Library Mascot Cage Match (Volume 3 of an “Unshelved”collection)

Generalities:

· Author > Bill Barnes and Gene Ambaum

· Genre > unlabelled

· Directionality > left to right, a comic compilation

· Publisher > Overdue Media LLC.

· Extra Pieces > A full-colour graphic novelette called Empire County Strikes Back 

· Publisher Rating > no rating

· ISBN # > 0974035327

Plot / Content: 

The Mallville Public Library is a very interesting place. The staff consist of Mel (the rules-obsessed head librarian), Colleen (the veteran librarian that knows nothing about computers), Dewey (a young guy librarian that loves to do nothing but drink coffee and read comics), Tamara (a cheery vegan children’s librarian), and Buddy (the odd library page with a colourful past that always wears a gopher/beaver costume). The patrons are equally as colourful and include a teen n’er-do-well, a nudist lawyer, a homeless man and a school teacher with a crush on Dewey. This serialized comic deals with the events that go on at the library. In this volume, adventures include a summer reading program where Mallville gets sued by a rival branch over their mascot, which they settle in the cage match of the title, broken chairs, leaving children unattended in the library, and other mishaps.

Quality of writing / drawing: 

I am usually not a big fan of these “comic strip collections” (despite owning two volumes of “Zits”) but I found this one so funny that I had to log onto their website (www.overduemedia.com) and read every single comic in their archive (they write daily since 2002, so it was a lot of comics. Despite being for public librarians, school librarians will recognize many things about what their colleagues face. I love the one that is on the back of the volume I read, in which a patron says “I thought libraries were supposed to be quiet” and Dewey responds “You have what we like to call ‘the Misperception’”. The characters are drawn very simply, with clean clear shapes and lines (e.g. their eyes are dots, except for Mel, who has glasses). I like the diversity in the group; Tamara is black, Colleen is older and she has an adopted daughter from China.

Any worrisome parts (sex, violence, language): 

You’d think having a nudist as a regular character in the strip would result in a PG13 label, but he is always tastefully covered by a desk, briefcase or newspaper. This is a comic meant for adults, but there isn’t anything truly horrible. There are jokes about drug use (Buddy writes his own performance review and says how helpful he is in pointing out the gardening section to patrons inquiring about mushrooms), hacking into computers, and that sort of thing, but if your students accidentally picked it up and glanced at it, you won’t have to wash their eyes out with soap.

Grade level: fine for gr 5+, but meant for adults

