Who’s Got Game? The Ant or The Grasshopper?

Statistics:

· Reads left to right

· Written by Toni and Slade Morrison, illustrated by Pascal Lemaitre

· Produced by Simon & Shuster, rated all ages

· ISBN 0743222474, published in 2003

· Includes little sidebars by the author answering reader questions and clarifying influences to the text.

Summary:

This is the fable of the ant and the grasshopper. The ant (Kid A) and grasshopper (Foxy G) play in the summer but ant leaves to clean, stock food, and prepare for winter. Grasshopper sings and, like in the traditional Aesop Fable, he comes to ant’s door begging for help. The debate is a lot longer, and the decision a lot less certain in its correctness (the ant turns the grasshopper away).

Comments:

The pros and cons are similar to the other “Who’s Got Game” title (The Lion and The Mouse), in terms of the script writing (not good – inaccessible to some) and rhyming text (good – poetic feel and flow). Foxy G makes some great arguments, similar to that book about the mouse that brings colour, warmth and cheer to his den-mates when they thought he was just being lazy and daydreaming (sorry I can’t remember the title of the book!). As Foxy G says, “I quenched your thirst and fed your soul, you can’t spare me a doughnut hole? … How can you say I never worked a day? Art IS work. It just looks like play.” Foxy G’s fate is uncertain at the end, and Kid A doesn’t look as sure of himself. There are no objectionable parts, but older grades will appreciate the less black-and-white aspects of the book. I’d say it would work for grades 2/3 and up.

