W.I.T.C.H. (Will, Irma, Taranee, Cornelia, Hay Lin)

Statistics:

· no author listed

· published in 2005 by Disney Enterprises

· ISBN 0786836741

· 122 pages (numbered), reads left to right

· Graphic Novel 1 is subtitled “The Power of Friendship”

Summary: 

Will is a girl that moves with her mom to Heatherfield. She becomes one of five 14 year old girls that are chosen by the oracle of Candracar (a magical place “an elsewhere with neither time nor space”) to be the Guardians of the Veil separating Earth from Metamoor (see page 47 – Hay Lin’s grandmother eventually explains it to the girls). Each girl is given a special power. Hay Lin controls air, Cornelia controls earth, Taranee controls fire, Irma controls water and Will controls energy. The girls explore their new powers and discover that they can transform into fairy-like, magical alternate identities. They decide to call themselves WITCH, an acronym of their first names. In volume 1, one of their former friends, Elyon, betrays them to evil powers, their high school is one of the portals between the regular and magical world and is nearly blown up, students go missing, and Irma deals with her first near-kiss.  

Comments:

I don’t know how you feel about the soulless Disney empire and the WITCH franchise (see www.clubwitch.com for more information), but this graphic novel (or manga-mimic) is very reader-friendly and kid-safe. I read it to my five-year-old daughter, who loved it so much that she did her own pictorial review (which I have scanned and included as another file). The pages are in colour and easy on the eyes. Unlike some manga titles, you can definitely tell what character is which (or should I say “witch”?). The plot seems to understand the psyche of 14 year old girls (they want to be grown up but are scared to; they are unsatisfied with how they look, even though they look fine; friends are important to their emotional health, etc.) and girl interests in general. There are no objectionable parts (no foul language, no violence – monsters may grab them but they use their magic powers to defeat them, and no sex – their alter egos are a little shapelier than the originals with some belly-baring costumes [pages 23, 29, e.g.] but the originals are a variety of body sizes, shapes and colours – Taranee is black and Hay Lin is Asian). There are lots of funny bits (e.g. Will can talk to electric devices like fridges and computers) and non-hit-you-over-the-head-with-a-moral messages about being true to yourself and your family/friends (e.g. Irma on page103-4 fancies herself up and goes to a party but when a boy gets too friendly, she turns him into a toad). This is suitable for grades 4 and up.  

