WJHC On The Air!

Generalities:

· Author > Jane Smith Fisher

· Genre > none listed

· Directionality > left to right

· Publisher > Wilson Place Comics Inc.

· Extra Pieces > plug for website www.WJHC.com , how author made book (page 94),scavenger hunt (page 93), wordless comic “Before The Bell” (pages 85-92), character scrapbook (pages 65-69), map of Jackson Hill (page 26) and character profiles 

· Publisher Rating > all ages 

· ISBN # >0974423505

Plot / Content: 

Janey Wells decides one day to create a radio station at her local high school. Her “staff” include Ciel Chin-King (her best friend), Tara O’Toole (a rich snob that finances the endeavor), The Skate (their cool DJ), Roland Drayton (their sound engineer), and Sandy Diaz (their technician with a crush on Janey). Wacky adventures ensue. In “episode” 1, Janey petitions the principal for permission to run this project and assembles the crew. Roland was kicked out of the AV club because he is inept, but Janey asks him so she can show snooty Tara that she doesn’t need her help for everything. On day 1, the sound system explodes. In #2 (“Rock ‘n’ Roll S.O.S.”), WJHC decides to hold a fundraising concert to pay for the damage caused by the explosion. Tara promises to book the hottest singer around (Beatrix Lane), but finds out that her money and connections cannot get her everything she wants. Beatrix does make an appearance but it’s thanks to another member of the WJHC team. Episode 3 is a classic “going to overnight camp” story and Episode 4 is another oft-done tale, the “love note mistaken repeatedly”. 

Quality of writing / drawing: 

I am trying to think of a similar famous illustration style to compare it to, but I can’t. The character’s features are more simple lines and cartoony than real life. Panel size and shape do vary. This sounds very mean-spirited, but at times it feels like the comic tries to hard. I admire the author; she is a single mother who did her M.Ed. and saw a void in all-ages comics that she attempts to fill by writing her own comic series and promoting it by doing comic workshops to schools and libraries. (I wish I could do that, but I’d need better drawing skills … and an idea for a series... and some time.) It’s just that some of the plots are somewhat “been-there, done that”. Maybe I’m being too harsh because it is just the first volume, so it’s getting started. There are some neat, stereotype-defying and “breaking the wall between reader and page” (page 34 & 74) moments (e.g. the “Inside Scoop” gives little-known details on the multi-ethnic characters, such as the clothes-horse fashionista being a spelling bee champ and the techno-whiz boy being into sculpting Bonsai trees). References are made to things like the famous painting of Venus and to John Travolta.

Any worrisome parts (sex, violence, language): 

None, and that’s on purpose. The setting is a high school and Sandy does love Janey, but it isn’t in the lustful way (he pictures her as a princess and him as a prince defeating dragons and sweeping her off her feet). Tara wants Janey to wear a skimpy outfit for their big interview with a national music magazine, but Janey refuses and we only see the outfit on the hanger. 

Grade level: 2+

