Who’s Got Game? The Lion or the Mouse?

Generalities:

· Author > Toni and Slade Morrison

· Genre > fable

· Directionality > left to right 

· Publisher > Simon & Schuster / Scribner

· Extra Pieces > none

· Publisher Rating > all ages

· ISBN # > 0743222482

Plot: 

This is a retelling of “The Lion And The Mouse” but with a twist. The proud lion gets a thorn in his paw and is rescued by a meek little mouse when no one else dares to come close. However, the mouse gets full of himself and tries to imitate the lion’s swagger and menace, to no avail. The lion tries to help the mouse meet his new objectives but fails. In the end, the lion leaves his den to the gussied up complaining mouse and retires to a hill where he says: “Listen up! Listen up! No ifs, maybes ands or buts. The biggest bully in the land deos what he likes, takes what he can … believes the sizes of boots and paws are all you need to make the laws. But strong or weak, bug or small, a giant or an elf … if he who wants to be a bully just scared to be himself?”  

Quality of writing / drawing: 

Yes, this is THE Toni Morrison (there’s even a visual gag of one of Toni’s books in Mouse’s home). The book begs to be read aloud, because the text is so poetic and rhythmical. The text layout indicates, however, that if this is read alone, it is for an older child, because the print is in handwriting. The animals are anthropomorphic – the lion wears a cape and his cross-legged reflective pose at the end is no lion’s position. In the Library of Congress Cataloguing in Publication data, the subject is listed as fables, but bullying is also a part of this book. Unlike “A Play’s The Thing” (the Shakespearian reference from this Aliki book is true; the teacher in that book is successful in getting the play “to catch the conscience of the king”), there is no clean resolution. The lion has learned the error of his ways, but the emulating mouse still sits on the bully’s seized throne and is still laughed at against his wishes.  

Any worrisome parts (sex, violence, language): 

None. Zero. Zip. I challenge you to find any.

Grade level: 

If reading aloud, grade 1+; to understand all the nuances and read alone, grade 4+

