William Shakespeare’s Macbeth

Generalities:

· Author > adapted by Arthur Byron Cover and illustrated by Tony Leonard Tamai

· Genre > sci-fi, futuristic action

· Directionality > left to right

· Publisher > Puffin

· Extra Pieces > “The Making of Macbeth”: early cover design, interview with Cover, pencil breakdowns of first portion of book, screen shots of finishing the art with various programs the illustrator uses, adapter’s script and illustrator’s interpretation

· Publisher Rating > ages 8 up 

· ISBN # > 0142404098

Plot: 

It is the same plot as Macbeth, except with a fantasy twist. Scotland is a “ringworld”, where guns are used alongside swords, lords ride dragons as their mounts and the three weird sisters are robot-like monstrosities.

Quality of writing / drawing: 

This is great in some ways, lacking in others, but a marvelous artistic version nonetheless. I have no quibbles about setting it in the future, as the Star Wars like battles make it more approachable for readers used to Darth Vader more than historical conflicts. I thought Macbeth and Lady Macbeth looked a little young and fresh-faced, but that’s just me. I liked how they illustrated King Duncan’s death (several panels, without dialogue, showing what it might have been like) and Lady Macbeth’s death (a single panel, seen from the height of a balcony with a crumpled female figure below who had just jumped), but wished they did the witches and the Macduff final fight differently (would the target audience understand “Macduff was from his mother’s womb untimely ripped” without the visual clues?) Although it was adapted, I felt they kept the important parts in (the “tomorrow” speech is there in its entirety). I have this in my library and my grade seven and eight students are borrowing and reading this like crazy.

Any worrisome parts (sex, violence, language): 

Many characters die in the “Scottish play” (Macdonwald on page 10, King Duncan on page 38-39, the accused regicide committers on page 52, Banquo on page 79, Macduff’s wife and children on page 121-123, and Macbeth himself on page 147) and although people are speared in the gut, the blood pools underneath Duncan but doesn’t spurt or coat everything. The language is Shakespearian. Lady Macbeth kisses and hugs Macbeth and talks to him while in bed, but there is nothing inappropriate. (Lady Macbeth does not sleepwalk naked like in some adaptations.)

Grade level: 

Grade 7 +

