Witch Class

Statistics:

· written by Lee Run

· produced by Infinity Studios, rated 13+

· reads left to right, sound effects in Korean and English

· genre is romance/adventure/comedy

· volume 1 was printed in January 2005 (ISBN 1596970812)

Summary: 

Dorothy, named by her dad after the protagonist in the Wizard of Oz, meets with a witch as she takes a shortcut through the woods while following a boy (the witch’s nephew) to avoid being late for school. She becomes Witch Lilly’s apprentice, to the chagrin of her over-achieving good friend Remi and attractive nephew Jean. Dorothy and Jean fight like cats and dogs (and Dorothy actually curses him into becoming a werewolf) but seem to like each other. Dorothy’s a bit of a misfit, short, and curious and many mishaps occur during her training.Dorothy and Jean look like they have a history together. What of the mysterious Bing Hwi?

Comments:

Wow – a Korean manga title I liked! Great literacy references. Interesting story.  This could have even worked for a younger audience if 1) Lilly wasn’t dressed so seductively, Jean didn’t attack Dorothy as sexily when he’s a werewolf and Jean didn’t mention Dorothy’s breast size on page 21 (the midget references work well enough as an insult), and 2) if slightly more swearing was weeded out, like the fairies’ “bleeps” were on page 73. For some reason, the “author tidbits” weren’t as annoying as in some manga (it was interesting, for example, that the author was pressured to make her male character more like others she had done in the past). I’d say for grades 5 or 6 and up. 

