X Men: Evolution

Generalities: X-Men:Evolution is the Digest Edition of Volume 1. It contains material published in magazine form at X-Men Evolution #1-4 in 2003 by Marvel Comics. The writer is Devin Grayson and there are 4 illustrators. Marvel ranks it as “All Ages” and the ISBN is 0785113592.

Plot: This is a  “re-setting the clock” on the history of the X-Men, making alterations where beneficial (e.g. altering characters ages and backstories so they are contemporaries). Eric Magnus and Charles Xavier are friends but have polar opposite views about mutants and their place in society. Charles becomes Professor X, believes that mutants can co-exist peacefully by educating the populace and helping out, and forms a dorm / safe haven for “freaks”. Eric becomes Magneto, believes in the superiority of mutants over humans and gathers his own posse of betters to take over the world from the weak, fearful and ignorant general public. We meet Wolverine, Storm (teachers at the school), Jean Grey, ShadowCat, Cyclops, Rogue, Nightcrawler, etc. The blurb at the back says it’s based on the WB! Channel cartoon.

Quality of writing / drawing: Wow! Books can really be about powerful issues and still be PG! The writing and drawing fit well together. In the scene where Jean goes to her new high school with Scott (sorry, no page numbers) where she has not yet learned how to tune out all the thoughts she hears, the way the word bubbles are positioned on the illustration make you feel Jean’s confusion and frustration. The panels vary in size and shape, and the illustrations are colour, beautiful colour. When Scott (aka Cyclops) gets his new ruby glasses, you see from his point of view – red-tinged, with looks of fear on the doctors’ faces (after all, when he looks, lasers shoot from his eyes). The characters are well nuanced and developed (e.g. Todd “Toad” Tolensky tries to crash the school bus and Jean catches his thoughts after they rescue him – ‘why couldn’t you have just left me there’ – showing the teen angst that is the hallmark of the X-Men franchise). I’ve only seen the movies and it fits well with them too.

Any worrisome parts (sex, violence, language): No. Jean and Storm have nice figures but they don’t appear in curve-hugging spandex. The fights are quite tame (I think the “worst” one is where Wolverine wrestles a bear – no blood, no gore, nothing).

Grade Level: Grade 4 and up

