X/1999 Prelude Volume 1

Generalities:

· Author > Clamp

· Genre > shojo, supernatural

· Directionality > left to right

· Publisher > Viz

· Extra Pieces > none

· Publisher Rating > T+ for older teens

· ISBN # > 1569319499

Plot: 

Linked to one of Clamp’s other series, Tokyo Babylon, this is the tale of Kamui Shiro, who returns to Tokyo after a prolonged, deliberate and mysterious absence. Kamui used to be close friends with siblings Kotori (a fair-haired, fragile beauty) and Fuma (her handsome, quiet and protective brother) but Kamui does not return the same as he was. No one is as they seem. Kamui’s destiny is intertwined with the end of the world, and he has awesome and reckless power. People try to fight him and protect him (including the blind/deaf/mute prophetess that lives underneath the Diet (Japanese parliament buildings). His aloofness is meant to protect his childhood friends but they are drawn into the confusing supernatural happenings. 

Quality of writing / drawing: 

I read this not for the purposes of getting it for my school, but because I am a big fan of Tokyo Babylon. (My students read Tokyo Babylon too from the public library – it is rated T for teen [13+]). A staff member from the Beguiling actually suggested that grade 7s & 8s not get too into Tokyo Babylon because the “sequel manga” (X/1999) is rated for an older audience (and like my reviews of Rave Master indicate, it can be frustrating to become hooked on characters that then do things a little more advanced). Clamp’s art is gorgeously rendered, but the plot of this one is really unclear in volume one. I know it’s supposed to be, because it will take time for us (and for Kotori & Fuma) to understand what is really going on, but even knowing this, I still found it confusing.

Any worrisome parts (sex, violence, language): 

Nothing over-the-top in this volume (words like bastard, and Kamui bleeding and cut up as if from a knife attack) but there may be more in subsequent volumes.

Grade level: 

10+

