YuYu Hakusho

Generalities:

· Author > Yoshihiro Togashi


· Genre > action / fantasy (?)

· Directionality > right to left

· Publisher > Shonen Jump

· Extra Pieces > none

· Publisher Rating > T for teens (“may contain violence, language and alcohol or tobacco useage”)

· ISBN # > 1569319049

Plot: 

Yusuke Urameshi is this juvenile delinquent with no apparent redeeming qualities. He beats people up. He steals. He smokes. He drinks. He intimidates classmates and mouths off to teachers when he bothers to attend school. His young single mom (she had him at 15) makes no effort to help. One day, he does something totally out of character – he saves the life of a child and dies in the process. Botan, the spirit guide of the dead, gives Yusuke the chance to return to his body by caring for an egg. Now a ghost-like figure, Yusuke helps out people in his neighbourhood in his unique bad-boy way.

Quality of writing / drawing: 

I found it to be a different but appealing manga style. The author uses a lot of textures in words and in frames. The little boy that gets picked on because he cries over his dog reminds me stylistically of the star of the manga “Case Closed” and the antagonist turned misunderstood punk is drawn in a more “One Piece” manga manner. I like ghost stories, and the themes that go along with them (new perceptions, redemption, etc). Some of the characters are a little wooden (not exactly 2D, but the change in predictable ways) but that can be part of the appeal.  

Any worrisome parts (sex, violence, language): 

At first I thought this would be quite tame, since the first page has him saying “what the hey” instead of “what the hell”. However, the language does get stronger as words like ‘dammit’, ‘bastard’, ‘hell’ and ‘crap’ are used. The one thing that does occur in the book that does not get mentioned in the publisher’s warning is Yusuke’s behaviour towards Keiko, a good girl that believes in him despite his terrible ways because she’s known him since kindergarten. Yusuke torments Keiko by doing things like flipping up her skirt and making nasty comments about her underwear. When Yusuke takes over Kuwabara’s body so he can talk to Keiko, he lets her know that it is him by grabbing her breasts.  

Grade level: 9+

