Zapt! Volume 1

Generalities:

· Author > Shannon Denton & Keith Giffen (art by Armand Villavert Jr.)

· Genre > sci-fi adventure

· Directionality > L to R

· Publisher > Tokyo Pop

· Extra Pieces > none

· Publisher Rating > ages 8-12

· ISBN # > 1598165887

Plot / Content: 

Armand Jones is a regular kid that gets sucked into the Pan-galatic Order Of Police (POOP for short) as a new recruit. Without a choice in the matter, Armand goes through basic training with his new partner Payleen, a Pandekian and manages to stop a rogue POOP op and rescue a princess (who happens to be Gladys, a classmate of his on Earth).

Quality of writing / drawing: 

Manga-esque, but with a black hero. Silly, goofy humour (like the POOP acronym). Think “Men In Black”, but with Will Smith as a teen. Forgettable fun. The younger audience clamouring for manga-like comics to read will probably eat it up.

Any worrisome parts (sex, violence, language): 

There are a lot of insults thrown back and forth, but they are pretty tame (like loser, wuss, jerk). When Armand is getting changed into his POOP op uniform, you see a tiny bit of his bum crack (you see more in “Jillian Jiggs”). Gladys kisses Armand at the end – no big. Finally, they shoot lasers, but no one dies. In other words, safe and acceptable.

Grade level: 

3+

