Zatch Bell (Volume 1)

Generalities:

· Author > Makoto Raiku

· Genre > manga, action, low fantasy

· Directionality > reads right to left

· Publisher > Viz media

· Extra Pieces > table of contents, bonus pages containing author’s message, initial sketches of main characters, mini-comic 

· Publisher Rating > T for teen

· ISBN # > 1591165865

Plot: 

Kiyo is a misfit genius that hates school and has no friends. His archaeologist father sends him an odd birthday present – a little boy intent of helping Kiyo make friends who also has a magic book and incredible powers. (spoiler ahead) Zatch is a mamodo (like an imp monster). 100 of them have been sent from an alternate dimension to Earth and the last one standing becomes king. After a bully incident and a bank robbery thwarted, Kiyo and Zatch grow attached to each other. Will they survive the new foes intent on destroying Zatch’s book (and Zatch himself)?

Quality of writing / drawing: 

Kewl! Although Zatch looks a little creepily like Chuckie from the horror movies, it’s an action-packed story with some very sweet parts. The drawing style morphs, depending on the scene and context (eg. page 9 compared to page 24). I wasn’t turned off by some of the manga tropes the author used (partly because he didn’t overuse them, like the p. 60 bulging eyes). The characters were interesting. Suzy, the main female character, is a little one-dimensional right now (she’s the damsel in distress) but hopefully this will change. I’m not reading manga for the uplifting teachings it offers, but there are some neat thematic issues about  getting involved, getting along, and using people.

Any worrisome parts (sex, violence, language): 

In this volume, Kiyo just says “crap” twice. When the explosion on the school roof happens, Suzy’s skirt flies up and you see her underwear (nothing scandalous). Some readers may be bothered by the cavalier way on page 113 that the man with the “blue book kid” picks him up by the hair (but it fits with the plot – to him, this “mamodo” is just a tool, not human enough to be considerate or kind to).

Grade level: 

Grade 5+

Kid Vote: Untested as yet.

