Zorro Volume 1: Scars

Generalities:

· Author > Don McGregor (illustrated by Sidney Lima)

· Genre > action adventure

· Directionality > left to right

· Publisher > Papercutz 

· Extra Pieces > none

· Publisher Rating > none given

· ISBN # > 1597070165

Plot: 

Zorro and Eulalia (a brave barmaid scarred by Zorro’s enemy) are on the run and flee north into South Dakota. As they travel, they meet Theirry and Amelie Besson, a map making couple on the run themselves from ruthless trappers that want their cartography work to end, by any means necessary. 

Quality of writing / drawing: 

Gorgeous illustrations. How do you portray the burning-hot geysers of what is now Yellowstone Park? How do you portray a fleet ski race down a mountainside with an avalanche behind you and a berserk armed man intent on murder beside you? The illustrator does a bang-up job of this as well as the slower, character-developing moments. The writing, for an adventure graphic novel, is actually pretty deep. The characters talk a lot about physical and emotional scars, hope, sacrifice and loyalty. For instance, here is an exchange between Zorro and Eulalia (no page #s, darn it!):

Z: Scars. He has his own scars Eulalia. Theirry’s scars are in his head, as are many of the scars we all carry with us. Si, Eulalia, including you, despite your obsession with your outside scar. 

E: I didn’t know what helping you would cost me. That in one quick, violent instant, Montasterio would rip my beauty from me, tear my flesh so painfully that it still aches. And that nothing in my life would ever be the same again. Then, what kind of scar was it, Don Diego, that made you put on a mask and become Zorro?  

Any worrisome parts (sex, violence, language): 

Some of the issues discussed (e.g. the scars) will go over the head of younger action-intent readers. Eulalia is a little catty around Amelie and makes several snide comments about her big bust size. (Zorro says, “You’re an education Eulalia. I don’t believe I realized just how hard women can sometimes be about other women.”) Zorro and Eulalia start to get romantically involved and share a kiss. Eulalia’s dress shows a little cleavage. 

It is a colour graphic novel so when fights or bloodshed occur, it’s noticeable. Lucifer Trapp shoots wolves to sell their fur but also just for fun. One scene shows his henchmen skinning a wolf so you can see the deskinned body. Wolf corpses lie bleeding in the snow. In the end, Trapp gets his just rewards when the lead wolf jumps on Trapp and bites him in the face and eye, killing him. Eulalia’s past, where she gets her scar when she is pistol-whipped by Montasterio (rendered wordlessly in dark, sepia and black and white tones) is shown. People are shot and stabbed in the neck. None of the violence is gratuitous, but be aware nonetheless.

Grade level: 

4+? (Would love a second opinion here)

