Kare Kano

Generalities: “kare kano” is by Masami Tsuda. It reads right to left. Sound effects are in Japanese (no index at back). The book includes asides by the author/artist, a “Tsuda diary” and clips of interviews. I previewed volume 11 and the introduction / series explanation is done in the style of a newspaper article. It is produced by TokyoPop and is rated T for teen, age 13+. Volume 11’s ISBN # I s1591824761. 

Plot:  The ups and downs of a indie band called “Yin and Yang” are chronicled here. The new lead singer is a high school student, Kazuma Shibahime, with a complicated life. His nurse mother recently married a children’s clothing designer who has a daughter about the same age called Tsubasa. Tsubasa and Kazuma have feelings for each other that go beyond sibling love. Kazuma also struggles with his insecurities and awe as he works with the older, experienced members of the band writing, touring and partying.
Quality of writing / drawing: I was expecting neither to like this very much, nor to be able to get into the Oedipus-like plot (as I began with volume 11). I was wrong. I could follow and was okay with even some of the odd parts for Western readers (such as the times where Martin, the band’s drummer, described as a “dumpy four-eyes”, turns on the “sex appeal” and looks like a very attractive woman that turns on both women and men alike). Arima (another boy) and Kazuma have this attraction going on as well as Kazuma and his step-sister Tsubasa. The reader gets a glimpse into Kazuma’s deep thoughts about the way music affects him (e.g. pp 151-155 or pp 68-71: “At times like this, I realize that I have doubts inside. My feelings toward Tsubasa probably arent’ clear. Something [music] is calling me.” In the asides that the author throws into pages, Tsuda (drawn as a bald simple character explains some of her influences or references (e.g. p. 42, Tsuda waxes poetic about “Anne of Green Gables”).  

Any worrisome parts (sex, violence, language): In this volume, there was nothing visual, but there are implied mature subject matter that is woven with the plot. Tsubasa walks in on Kazuma after he was taking a bath; unlike similar scenes in “Ranma ½”, it’s not played for laughs but as part of the underlying sexual tension between the step-siblings. Kazuma is a lot younger than his bandmates and his mother worries about him sometimes (he parties with them and gets drunk, for instance). The ambiguous sexuality (e.g. Kazuma liking Arima, Martin’s stage appearance) is not homosexual but a common trope in shoujo (girl-comics).  

Grade Level: Grade 8+
Kid Vote: My students have been asking for it.
Reviews:  

