Kyla May miss.behaves as an international super spy

Generalities:

· Author > kyla may

· Genre > “girl” and “mystery”

· Directionality > left to right

· Publisher > Price Stern Sloane

· Extra Pieces > kyla may’s short form dictionary

· Publisher Rating > none given, but department is for “young readers”

· ISBN # > 0843113979

Plot / Content: 

Kyla May is a young Australian girl with a vivid imagination. She is accused of stealing snooty Bianca’s bracelet and decides to become a spy to solve the mystery of the missing jewelry. Kyla’s dog Fifi-Belle finds the bracelet in Bianca’s locker and Kyla’s name is cleared.

Quality of writing / drawing: 

This is a REALLY annoying book.  It is supposed to be done in the style of a young girl writing in a journal with all the slang, short forms and doodles of a “real girl” but it is wayyyyyy too much! It’s over-cluttered and tries too hard to be “kewl” but sounds like a 1980s Valley Girl. Yes, I know MSN uses lots of short forms that are barely comprehensible but this is over the top. Here’s a sample (minus the 4 different colours the words are written in and the drawings of Fifi-Belle talking to herself in the margin – and this is a legible one):

Ms. B said if the bracelet’s returned 2 her office by the end of sch((l 2day – NO further action will B taken. If not, the ENTIRE sch((l must stay behind until the culprit owns up. Oh NO!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! Like, HELLO! … she can’t B serious! 

The drawings are supposed to be made by a young girl, but how old is Kyla May supposed to be if she has a locker? The drawings look more like those of a younger girl (heads are big egg shapes). The flights of fancy (the spy working at the dog show, where she’ll move to so she can avoid the humiliation of  being suspected of theft) are pretty uninteresting. I didn’t find the characters cute or someone you’d want to cheer for.

Any worrisome parts (sex, violence, language): 

None. Kyla May calls Bianca “Miss Show-Off-sky” and names like that. 

Grade level: 3+ (I’d be interested to see if my young girl readers like this.)

