Comics Poetry: The Adapted Victor Hugo

Statistics:

· Reads left to right

· Edited by Joe Johnson, with many illustrators (one per poem)

· Produced by Comics Lit with no listed age recommendation

· ISBN 1561633909 was published in 2004.

· Includes the poem (text only) as well as a side-bar biography of Hugo, bibliography and table of contents

Summary:

13 of Victor Hugo’s poems have been “set to comics”, each by a different illustrator. Each illustrator takes a different approach to the work, and the only text in the comics comes from the poem.

Comments:

Wow. For those of you that sat through English class wondering what a poem “actually meant”, then you’d appreciate this book. It was neat to compare the visuals in my head with those of the artists. I don’t know if, like watching the Harry Potter movies and having my personal image of Harry replaced by actor Daniel Radcliffe, reading this book will alter forever my mental conception of the poems. It helped me comprehend some of the denser text. I’d love to have this kind of book for, say, Shakespeare’s sonnets or another poet’s work. Having said that, I have to warn you that Victor Hugo’s work (think Hunchback of Notre Dame, but not the Disney version) is quite dark, and the illustrations reflect that. They are very violent and some have obvious sexual content. People and animals are shot at close range and from afar. War scenes involve gruesome views of missing limbs and carnage. Two comics contain bare-breasted women (no genitals) in provocative poses. Definitely for your 16 year olds and older.

